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Is Your Manuscript Ready for Readers?
By Suzy Vadori
How do you know when your story is ready to nudge out of its nest and fly into the
world? This question can take a lot of forms: Is my book good enough? Will readers
care about my characters? Did I catch all the mistakes?
Trust me, I know how scary these thoughts can be. Letting my books go gets easier
with each one I write, but I still hold my breath when I’m waiting for feedback to
come back from my agent or beta readers on a new project.
If you’re stuck wondering if your book is ready, your project can stall and your book
may never get into readers’ hands. And this is true regardless of the publishing path
you choose. If you’re pursuing traditional publishing, you might wonder if your
book is polished enough to query agents or submit directly to publishers. In most
cases, you only get one shot and these days publishers expect a book to be almost
ready to publish when it hits their inbox, so you don’t want to send it off halfbaked.
If you’re publishing independently, you might be wondering if you’re ready to start
the upload process and start selling copies. And the truth is, you could continue to
revise a book forever and probably keep making it marginally better.
So, where do you stop?
Here are four steps you can take between revisions that will make your book the
best it can be.
1. Take your Manuscript as Far as You Can on Your Own
This may sound basic, but you’d be surprised how many times I give feedback on a
manuscript, only to have the author say, “oh, yes, I knew that was a problem, but I
just didn’t get to it.” Please, don’t expect your book to be ready for readers after a
first draft, or compare your first draft to the writing in a bestselling book you just
read and get discouraged. Your book will go through several revisions to iron out all
the kinks, so dive in.
If you know in your gut that something isn’t quite right with your book, your reader
will pick up on this, even if they can’t pinpoint why. Structural changes to a book
can be painful, but if you know a change will make your book stronger, do the work
and don’t send it out until it’s done.
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2. Get Feedback from Beta Readers and Critique Partners
These are the first readers you’ll share your work with. Treat them like gold,
because their feedback is priceless. You may choose to use one or both of these
types of readers in your revision process, but please have someone read your work
besides your family, who will tell you it’s amazing. (They’re proud of you! But… this
feedback won’t tell you if your book is ready to publish.)
A good beta reader reads a ton of books in your genre. You want them to turn into
your biggest fan. To be clear, their job is to read your work and let you know what
they think. How does it compare to other books they read in the genre? What did
they like best, and least? These readers don’t need editing skills, and you shouldn’t
expect them to make improvement suggestions. Their job is to read and react,
giving you the valuable information you need to create a book that they and other
readers like them will want to read.
A critique partner is another writer who provides feedback on your manuscript,
usually in exchange for your feedback on their work. The feedback you get from a
critique partner will vary depending on their skill level and their experience in the
industry. My best advice when looking for a critique partner is to find one who’s
supportive and collaborative, but will still provide constructive criticism.
While it’s important to get an honest opinion of your work, it can be soul crushing
to get a poorly delivered early critique, and nobody needs this. You’re writing a
book because you’ve got something to say, and if it’s not perfect the first time, keep
trying. You’ve got this.
3. Work with an Editor
It’s important to find an editor who’s passionate about your story and who knows
your genre well, including expectations on word count, tropes, and trends in the
industry, so that they can give you feedback that increases your chances of
reaching the publishers or readers you want.
There are many levels of editing, including Developmental, Content, Copy Editing,
Proofreading, and more. There are several accepted definitions of what each level
means and what’s included, so have a conversation with your editor before
submitting your work to clarify exactly what feedback you’ll be getting to help
polish your work.
4. Proofread
Every time you touch your manuscript, you’ll introduce new errors, that’s just a fact
of life no matter how much of a perfectionist you are. Every published book in the
world has a few typos, even after they’ve gone through multiple levels of editing.
But you want to catch as many as you can.
I recommend doing several revision passes and at least one pass reading out loud to
yourself (or having your computer or phone read it out loud to you). Listening to
the words will help you catch errors that your brain corrects for you when you
read.
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You can also hire an editor to
proofread. Your best chance of
catching 95% of the errors is to get as
many eyes on it as you can.
Writing a book takes hundreds or
thousands of hours and knowing this
upfront might just save you a lot of
heartache when the revision process
seems overwhelming or endless. But if
you’ve completed these four steps and
you’ve taken your book as far as you
can on your own, it’s time. Send that
book out or hit the publish button,
knowing that your book is ready.

Suzy Vadori is a Book Coach,
Editor and the award winning
author of The Fountain Series
(The Fountain, The West Woods,
Wall of Wishes)

Chess Players by
the Ganges
(Benares)
By Robert Cole

These are the men
who discovered zero
now they move pawns,
have time to replay the
masters
in scorpion formation
they play in the dust
in dhotis, dematerialize
grandmasters
by a self-styled fidelity
the waters reflect a
swirling vortex
the chessmen deployed
Krishna eagles from
nowhere
stippling the sun,
sandalwood chessmen,
smoke from the ghats,
the chandals guard the
sacred place,
shadows of pepal trees.
Robert Cole is a Freelance writer at Ambit
magazine / sundry lit zines/ and
Observer, London.
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THE WRITERS HOME OFFICE:
Keeping Records & Making Lists
By Barbori Garnet

With the New Year upon us, now is a good time to start keeping records or update
them, organize the records and files you have, and make some lists. Starting the
year off by being well organized will provide you with a solid base from which to
approach and plan and be ready for whatever comes your way. Here are some
suggestions to begin.
SORT AND ORGANIZE: Take the time, whether a day or two or a week, to sort
through and organize your files. Decide what you need to keep and what can be
shredded or recycled. Do you need a new binder, folder, or Duo-Tang for 2021
papers and receipts? In which area of your home office, or in which other place at
home, and on which shelf or in which drawer are you going to house your files and
folders? Doing this now will help set you up for success and start this year off
having a place for everything and everything in its place.
MAKE A LIST: Make a list of the things you want to do and accomplish –
conferences and events you plan to attend, retreats you want to go to, and topics
for articles, stories, and books you wish to write. On this list, you can also include
which magazines and newspapers you would like to submit a query to and be
published in for the coming year. Having a list of what you want to achieve will help
you know what to focus your time on and keep you on track each week, month, and
quarter of the year.
RECORD KEEPING: At least at the end of each week or month, and ideally after
every transaction, record every transaction of income and expenses (supplies
purchased, any contests entered, editing, professional/association fees, and more)
which come in and out of your account. Whether you choose to record transactions
on paper or in an online spreadsheet such as Excel, doing this on a regular basis will
make it much easier for you to be prepared come tax time and to know if you are
within your budget, staying out of debt, or making a profit.
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TRACK YOUR TIME: If you want to track how much time and when you spend
time on writing, make sure to record on your calendar your writing times. By
taking note of this, you can tell if you are spending enough time writing to reach
your goals or if you need to add more hours. You may also notice certain patterns.
For example, you might learn when you usually write and are most productive –
morning, afternoon, or evening – and can then perhaps adjust your schedule to
guard that time as special for your writing work.
MAINTENANCE SCHEDULES: Finally, keep a record of when you last had
computer maintenance done and when you renewed or updated your internet
security. This way, you will know when these things need to be checked and done
again. Whether you keep this record in a document on your computer, handwrite it
in a notebook, or keep this list by your calendar, choose a way and a place that
works for you and reminds you of these tasks. Maintaining your technology is a key
factor in accomplishing your writing goals.
There is no time like the beginning of a New Year to sort, review, and organize
papers and files and make lists of your goals. By doing this now and at regular
times each week and month, you will know where papers and files are located
which are needed for you to stay on track throughout the year and what you need
to work on to reach your goals.

Barbori Garnet is a Creative Arts Professional - writer, artist, musician,
and gardener - based in Alberta. She enjoys writing non-fiction and
writes on remote work, home offices, gardening, and more. Barbori
has a BFA and an MA Communications degree.
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Ivy Becomes a Crone
By Liz Betz

Wine glasses in hand, they toast the cell phone camera, that the waitress agreed to
operate. The moment is worthy for social media.
“I’ll post it now. No time like a…thap.” Michele says.
It’s been a long time since Ivy’s heard that lisp, and she doesn’t remember Ariel’s
mole so it might be new. There is a ripening cold sore on Beth’s upper lip. Ivy
remembers how the teenaged Beth suffered regular outbreaks. Ivy’s own skin
irregularities stopped about the same time as menopause.
Ivy Thompson looks at her friends; older women with their charade of light
heartedness. Any traces of their tears or the somber tone at the funeral reception
is underground for a moment. She raises the wine glass and drinks deeply and
watches the waitress avoid the pat, slap or pinch a male patron aims at her bottom.
She mock scolds with a raised finger. Her smile says she’s in favor of tips but there
are limits. Stymied of his bit of fun, the man looks over at Ivy’s table to ask ‘who let
the dogs out?’
Not dogs or bitches, Ivy wants to say, we are crones. A group of crones is a coven,
no, that’s witches. A group of older women is…Ivy pauses… a force. A force about to
be unleashed.
She’s the youngest at sixty-three, the little sister not allowed in the gang until after
they became adults. All of the women are retired, several widows, one divorcee and
one never married. Time on their hands. What else are they willing to have on their
hands?
The big screen features helmets and faces and bodies ready to tackle, the volume
high for the sport loving patrons. When the quarterback is sacked, the men punch
the air and cheer.
In Ivy’s huddle the women talk of Maggie-Mae’s high-school years and the
memories, while Ivy concludes that they are the ones to do this. But will the others
see it the same as her? Even if she has one ally and the rest turn a blind eye. An
involuntary shudder runs down her spine. There’s a lot of risk but surely there is
enough love to balance it. They all loved Maggie-Mae. Which means they should all
hate the man who drove her to her death, sure as if he’d used a bullet.
Ivy clears her throat. “You know what we should do?”
“Order more wine.” Michele signals the waitress. The background music is louder
and the crowd has doubled since the women began their evening. Young people,
predominately male, fresh from a rec hockey perhaps, are all tuned into the big
screens that dominate the upper corners.
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It’s hard to talk over the noise. The next thing, Ivy worries, is that the group might
call it a night. Tomorrow they will be back in their own lives, trying to forget
Maggie-Mae’s suicide.
“What we should do…” Ivy says loud enough that they all look at her. Then she
signals them to lean in and listen. “is keep our collective eyes on the bastard.”
None of the women responds although they exchange puzzled looks of disbelief.
She has their attention. “He’s active online. Very active. At some point he’ll slip up.
Maybe brag to one of our fake profiles, he doesn’t respect women or the law.”
Ivy rushes to her next idea. “Or we could harass him. Use public access computers
so the IP address isn’t your own. Each of us take a quota of two or three times a
month. See what happens after a year of bullying.”
The women watch the waitress come to their table as they consider the
implications. “Bring us a bottle of this.” Ariel says before she takes a huge swallow
of her wine.
“This is wrong, Ivy. I know Maggie-Mae had it rough, and maybe she was driven to
taking her own life but,” Ariel lowers her voice even more, “you’re talking about
cyber-stalking.”
“Technically, yes, but,” Ivy stumbles onward. “I couldn’t make it right for my sister
while she was alive. Do you know how often Maggie-Mae filed a complaint? How
many times the bastard fooled anyone who tried to intervene? How many times she
phoned me, bawling her eyes out?”
Recognition leaps between them. Everyone at the table received those calls.
“But what you’re talking about is criminal.”
“That’s why we have to be careful, but we could do this. Who’s going to make the
connection between us? You’re in Toronto, I’m in Saskatoon, Ariel, in Phoenix,
Arizona.”
Ivy looks at them; is the idea gaining ground?
“We gather information and turn it over to the police. Anonymously. He’s already
taken up with another woman. He’s going to continue.” Ivy chews her lip and takes
a deep breath, “Maybe next time it will be your sister.”
The referee on the screen announces the first down; the women are momentarily
silent.
“No. Not maybe. Every woman is our sister.” Strong true words.
Ivy clasps her hand over her face to stifle a sob.
“We could break him. Teach him the power of women.” A crone call to arms.
Then the bar explodes with cheers. The TV cameras pan the crowded stadium as
the underdog team celebrates a touchdown.
Liz Betz is a retired rancher who loves to write fiction. Her pastime seems to help her days go by, her
brain to stay active and sometimes keeps her out of trouble. An overactive imagination is a wonderful
thing to harness, but left alone…Her publication credits are many and varied as she explores the
fictional world of mostly somewhat older but not necessarily mature characters.
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Develop A Writing Action Plan

IN 6 STEPS
By Allison Gorner

Have you ever made a new writing goal only to find yourself getting distracted,
giving up and failing? The sad fact is, that a staggering 82% of new years resolutions
fail. The vast majority of goal setters don’t follow through. The problem is
not the goal, it is in the lack of preparation. Benjamin Franklin said, “By
failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.”
By intentionally creating a Writing Action Plan you set yourself up for success –
to finally finish that novel, to find an agent, or to get published.
Use the included Writing Action Plan Worksheet and the following steps to create
your perfect writing goal and increase your chances of success to be in the top 18%
of goal setters.
And remember what the writer Antoine de Saint-Exupéry said: “A goal without a
plan is just a wish.”
1. Define your goal
Defining your goal is the first step in creating a successful writing plan. What do
you want to achieve? Do you want to write a novel? Complete a work in progress?
Edit and submit a completed work? Write it down. The physical act of writing
the goal makes it feel real and concrete. Adopt the widely used business acronym
S.M.A.R.T. to draft your perfect writing goal.
S – Specific: A specific and clear
goal will help you feel motivated. When drafting your goal, think about precisely
what you want to accomplish. Avoid vagueness and use precise language.
Example: Instead of “I want to write more,” try “I will complete a first draft of a
novel.”
M – Measurable: Having a measurable goal helps to track your progress and stay
focused. Ask yourself how you will know when you have accomplished your goal?
Other questions to ask are: “how much?” or “how many?”.
Example: “I will complete a first draft of a novel by writing for 60 minutes every
week day.”
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A – Attainable: To be successful, your goal needs to be realistic. It should be
challenging but not overwhelming, while recognizing possible constraints. From the
example above, does the thought of writing every week day seem overwhelming?
What other obligations do you have during the week that would interfere with that
goal? Try lessening the initial objective to something more achievable.
Example: “I will complete a first draft of a novel by writing for 30 minutes every
week day.” Or “I will complete a first draft of a novel by writing for 60 minutes every
Tuesday and Thursday.”
R – Relevant: A relevant goal is worthwhile to you and aligns with other areas of
your life. In order for a goal to be successful you need to approach it at the right
time when you have sufficient energy and focus to give to it. Is this goal worth
working hard for at this time in your life?
T – Timely: Setting a deadline or a target date gives you a focus and a tangible aim
to work toward. Creating a time-specific goal creates an urgency and helps avoid
procrastination.
Example: “I will complete a first draft of a novel by December 31st by writing
for 30 minutes every week day.”
2. Accountability
Like writing it down, saying your goal out loud to someone you trust has a positive
psychological affect and makes the goal feel real. Check in regularly and
update them with your progress.
One way to do this is to have an accountability partner or group. I belong to an
accountability group with several other writers. We meet online every other
week and discuss our writing goals, obstacles, and progress. I have noticed
that when I don’t write down my goal and send it to my group, I don’t accomplish it.
Telling my accountability partners the goal I am going to work on for the next two
weeks gives me motivation. They encourage me, cheer me on and are excited for
me when I accomplish what I set out to do.
Post your writing goal on social media. Tell your colleagues, family members, or
friends and encourage them to ask you how you are doing. For a visual reminder,
display your goal and action plan near your writing space or in a high traffic area of
your home, like next to the coffee pot or on the fridge.
3. Identify Obstacles
Analyze your goal and try to identify potential obstacles and roadblocks that could
hinder or derail your success. When you become aware of and plan for obstacles,
it is easier to overcome them. Decide now what you will do if a specific hindrance
comes up. For example, what will you do if you or a family member becomes ill, or
you take a vacation, or if your computer or internet breaks down? Have a
contingency plan in place by temporarily adjusting or pausing your goal.
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Expect that snags will arise and don’t beat yourself up when they do. When you are
behind on your goal timeline, don’t try to make up for missed time. Trying to catch
up on tasks that have been missed can add stress and might cause burnout. For
example, your goal was to write 500 words per day. Yesterday that goal was missed.
Don’t add the missed wordcount to today and try to write 1,000 words. Stick to the
original goal and write 500 words. Compounding missed tasks can get
overwhelming and be a deterrent to continuing your action plan. Start from where
you are. Everyday is a blank slate and you can always start fresh again tomorrow.
4. Organize Tasks
Break down your writing goal into separate tasks. What is the most important thing
that needs to be done first? Sometimes a menial task needs to be completed before
you even can begin writing, such as cleaning your writing space, buying a cheap
notebook, or completing a writing software tutorial. Consider what is
preventing you from getting started. Getting this first task out of the way creates
a mental space to begin. Next, list tasks in the order that they need to be completed.
These mini goals can also utilize S.M.A.R.T. and will provide checkpoints or
milestones towards your ultimate goal. This helps you stay motivated and gives a
sense of accomplishment. In order to accomplish the goal outlined above, some
tasks may include plot outline, character development, research, chapter
completion, or word count totals.
5. Rewards
Celebrate the small successes and reward yourself for each task completed.
Rewards can improve motivation, work enjoyment and engagement. Studies
suggest that allowing yourself immediate mini-rewards after a completed task
helps you develop a positive attitude and increases motivation. Keep the rewards
small and minimally disruptive. Don’t take a week off after completing a chapter
when taking an hour or two out of your day for a nature walk will do. A larger
reward can be reserved for the completion of your ultimate writing goal. Plan your
rewards beforehand so you have something to look forward to.
Some examples of mini-rewards may include watching an episode of your favourite
T.V. show, attending an exercise class, taking a nap, getting a massage, playing a
board game, eating dessert, or reading a novel. Do something small that makes you
happy. Remember to pay attention to how good you feel when completing a task.
This sense of accomplishment provides an intrinsic reward that can encourage you
if you feel unmotivated or discouraged.
6. Don’t Give Up!
Keep going! Remember that obstacles will come – you already planned for them. At
times you may feel discouraged and worry you will never accomplish your goal.
That’s okay. Be persistent and recognize that a temporary setback is not a failure.
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Monitor your progress to see if you are on track to complete your tasks and goals
on time. If not, does your action plan need to be adjusted? Be flexible and revise
your plan - and even your goal - when necessary. New habits take time to learn and
you may need to take a step back and take a breath before continuing on. You can
do it!
Now get to it. Take time to really think about your writing goals and create a plan
that will lead you to writing success. Use the worksheet to create your own Writing
Action Plan and start now. Like the Indian politician, Indira Gandhi, said, “Have a
bias towards action – let’s see something happen right now. You can break that big
plan into small steps and take the first step right away.”
Allison Gorner has been a librarian, production assistant, art director, and
coalminer. She has diplomas in Cinema, Television, Stage & Radio, and Writing For
Children, and is a member of Alberta Romance Writers’ Association (ARWA) and
Calgary Society of Independent Filmmakers (CSIF).
You can download your free worksheet
on the website
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THE DAY INTERNET DIED
By Boris Glikman

It was widely known that Internet had been ailing for some time. Its poor health had
made it rather slipshod in the execution of its duties. Some had to endure days of
frustration until an online connection was established, while for others the
connection kept going on and off every second, like a flickering light globe.
For a while Internet hovered in a half-dead condition, with one foot in the grave,
and mankind held its breath, fearing Internet would continue to deteriorate and
then give up the ghost altogether.
And then the day came when Internet breathed its last and no one could believe
their ill fortune. It was hard to grasp that Internet no longer dwelled in the world,
and that the burden of living would never again be lightened with the ever-present
alternative of escaping into an online existence. No longer would anyone be
privileged with the luxury of having two worlds to live in.
The most eminent computer technicians of the land were assigned the task of
performing the autopsy. Their unanimous conclusion was that Internet had died of
virtual causes. What no one had suspected was that the Internet possessed a finite
life span. Everyone had always assumed it would be around forever, yet it too
carried within itself the lethal seeds of eternal offline-ness.
The next most pressing issue was the burial. Issues never considered before needed
to be urgently addressed, for the sight of lifeless Internet lying prostrate on the
ground was too heartbreaking for the world to take. Where should the funeral
ceremony be held? In which language or computer code should the memorial
service be conducted? Who should give the eulogy? Where to entomb it?
The matter of whom to invite to the service proved to be the most intractable
issue of all. A certain number of tickets were reserved for those most deeply
affected by Internet's death— online pornography addicts, social misfits, ingrained
introverts, Twitter-obsessed celebrities, the heirs of Nigerian princes and longterm residents in Second Life's virtual world. Otherwise, it was nearly impossible
to determine who was genuinely grief-stricken and who only wanted to attend the
ceremony so as to be a part of this historic occasion.
Eventually, all of these matters were resolved, although not to everyone’s
satisfaction, and the world gave Internet the sending off it deserved.
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Straight after the funeral, the world went into a shutdown, mourning Internet's
passing and remembering wistfully how it could answer any question; satisfy all
emotional, mental, spiritual, intellectual and bodily needs; thrill the mind and the
senses; provide instantaneous information, entertainment, relaxation, gratification
and titillation, as well as enabling instant communication with people across the
globe, and even cure loneliness. Tragically, given the magnitude and depth of the
loss, some could not bear to continue living in a world without Internet and logged
out permanently from this world.
Once the unbridled, hysterical wave of grief finally subsided, mankind sobered up
and gradually came to realise that Internet had actually debased and disfigured
their lives.
They recalled with horror and consternation the way Internet had ensnared people
with its myriad tentacles, causing them to waste their lives away in the inextricable
morass of the net world; how Googling had supplanted the wisdom that comes with
age, experience, learning and how, with instantaneous information always at one's
fingertips, the value of knowledge was lost; the way online reality became the only
world and real reality was jilted and forgotten, just like the plain sister of a gorgeous
girl; how Internet robbed life of its multifarious richness and beauty and reduced
the world to a small, rectangular screen; the way the online world became a prison
in which humanity willingly immured itself and then threw away the key, together
with their lives.
Mankind now recognised how Internet had fundamentally altered the nature of
social relations and the nature of one's relationship with oneself. Invented to
facilitate communication and for bringing the world together, Internet instead
became the perfect tool for dissimulation, distorting the truth and separating
oneself from the world, thus allowing people to not only misrepresent their true
thoughts and feelings, but to falsify their entire lives and the very essence of their
being, to others as well as to themselves.
People discovered that fingers were not just for typing and shifting mouses but had
other uses too; that out of their torsos there extended a pair of lower limbs which
could be used for perambulating across the spatial dimension; that evolution had
equipped their bodies with the ideal means of conveying thoughts and feelings; that
their faces possessed well-developed muscles which could be employed to signal
emotions such as (amongst many others) surprise, annoyance, happiness and
frustration. Consequently, successful communication could be achieved without
intermediary electronic devices. Most startling of all was the revelation that other
people were not identical to their icons—flat and forever stuck in the same pose
with the same smile on their faces—rather they were three-dimensional beings,
moving about and changing their facial expressions.
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Having friends and partners in the physical world meant you were free from the
precariousness, uncertainty and unreliability of online friendships and
relationships, and no longer subject to the capricious actions and decisions of your
web pals, to whom, after all, you were just an ethereal, abstract entity that could be
deleted instantly and permanently from their life with just a click of a mouse.
Consequently, the constant threat of online friends and lovers inexplicably ceasing
all contact and disappearing forever was gone for good.
"Back to Reality" tutorials proved to be very popular and helpful, covering such
topics as "Learning How to Single-Task"; "Becoming Acquainted with the Sun and
the Sky" and "How to Survive in a World that Cannot be Photoshopped".
Life slowly regained its meaning as mankind clambered, one small step at a time,
out of the online abyss it had dug for itself. Without Internet, no one had to grapple
any more with the problem of how to balance one's life between the two worlds.
Time started to flow more slowly; instant gratification was no longer craved;
contemplation and patience revealed their true worth. It was now clearly seen that
online reality provided only fleeting pseudo-meaning; that emotions felt in the web
world were only ephemeral artificial feelings; and that real self-esteem came not
from social media popularity, but from within.
Each human being now experienced life directly, rather than through the distorting,
diminishing and vicarious lens of a computer screen; facing the good and not-sogood things in their lives without escaping into the net world, and thus evading the
reality of their existence; and being true to their inner selves, instead of hiding
behind their icons and online identities. Only then was it realised how deeply and
intricately Internet had woven its fateful thread into every aspect of man’s
existence and how much had been gained the day Internet died.
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You might have noticed that every paragraph of "The Day Death Died" has a corresponding
one in "The Day Internet Died". You could look at "The Day Internet Died" as being partly a
parody of "The Day Death Died", with every feature of the Death story (people's reactions etc)
reversed in the Internet story. (So, for example, Death died of natural causes, while the
Internet died of virtual causes etc).
Read The Day Death Died
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How Do You Know
if your story has
'telling' in it?
If your characters refer to someone or
something that is off screen
Watch for general terms like 'many
times', or 'somebody'
Naming your characters' emotions
Info Dumps - big chunks of
information.
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